Jigsaw Theatre Company’s 


version 10a

Skin Deep



Jigsaw Theatre Company’s 

SKIN DEEP

Scene 1   Rise and Fall

Projected images of Tabloid headlines tell of company success in stocks and shares,, with a “hello magazine” style picture of the family group in fine clothes. May enters followed by her brother’s and sister’s and mother. Rest of the cast enter from USR and form a line along the back of the stage with their backs to the audience. Tony enters as photographer and gets people in the right positions for a group photograph pose. He mimes taking photographs. The Tabloid headline “The ‘I Want’ Generation” appears on screen.

Anne:

I really want that orange phone

David : 

I want……..

All:  

I want I want I want!

May and her mother go back to back with brother’s and sister’s gathered round.  Two actors make shape of the house over them. The actor on the extreme right of the back line moves forward and across the stage the others follow his lead in a line.  They circle the family and as Fire Starter Music starts. They become flames, sometimes darting an arm, leg or head inside the house.  s inside house ‘feel’ flames. The house slowly sinks down. Mother with sons, daughters take positions with backs to audience while tabloid headline Family in fire horror is projected. Anne makes cackle sound.

Sons and daughters are in tears standing in groups Mother falls to her knees May goes to her.  Projected images of Tabloid headlines tell of FIRE HORROR then FREAK STORMS WIPE OUT COMPANY and FAMILY RUINED followed by a rapidly falling graph with the caption STOCK PRICES FALL LOWER THAN 1980's 

Actors crowd around Mother 

All chanting " it's your fault, all your fault".

Scene 2

Projected slide of a dilapidated cottage.  Cast makes chairs and tables, light fittings etc.

Sons and daughters mime scrubbing the floor etc May sews DL 

May makes a paper rose from her napkin and brings it to Mother 

Mother: Oh May, you are so beautiful

May shakes her head gestures to the rose

Mother:
No not the rose, you are beautiful.  You give so much to people, you touch them with Kindness.  That is the most beautiful thing in the world.

The shrill screech of a fax machine is heard

David :    Mum, Fax.   From the office I think.

He throws it at Mother, Mother takes it and reads 

Cast gathers in a line behind her

Mother: I might have known. The office want some answers, Everyone I've ever met is demanding money, I'm going to need some help to work this out and settle the accounts 

To each of Anne and David, mother calls them over in turn and asks ` Will you help me?' and each child says `No!' and walks away.

She shrugs and begins to make her way off down the isle. May follows her and slips her hand into hers, she smiles at her, they exit.

Scene 3   Climb Every Mountain

Mother and May enter through audience if possible otherwise from DR and walks along in front of audience.  She is carrying lots of moneybags.  Hats are on a hat stand.e.g. hard hat, bowler hat, and captain's hat. May stands with a big book, each take a bag and then come back for another one.  They all chant 

All:   you owe us.  You owe us.

Actors exit and collect rose ready to form the  rose bush.

They keep coming even after there is none left.  The ones that leave empty-handed stomp off. Mother is left dejected CS. Beauty tries to comfort her. They exit 

When rose bush music starts …

picture of a Castle appears Actor's reform into rose bush 

William enters and walks round the bush while roses dance.  When he turns to look at them, the music stops and the roses freeze.  This happens 3 times before he goes round the back of the bush and jumps to try to see better.  He moves all the way round and comes back the front When he turns his back on the roses, Sandy pokes him from behind. He jumps and runs off.

Mother enters and comes round the right of the bush.  May comes round the other side but stays slightly back 

Mother goes to pick one of the roses

Enter William

William:
What are you doing? 

Mother:
Sorry

William: 
DON'T!.  They are the only beautiful things I have 

Mother: 
But you have hundreds of them, surely we can have one.

William:
The roses are my only company 

Mother:
You should get out more.

William:
I can’t.  I’m not allowed to.

Mother: 
Who’s to stop you?

William: My father. 

Mother   Oh yes I heard something about this he died a long while ago but you can't leave until you've completed all his wishes.  His lawyers watch everything you do.  Horrible?

William pulls out a long piece of paper. It is looped so that it never reaches the end.

William:
There you are, you read it.

May comes round to the front of the bush.   William stops in his tracks 

William:
Wow you are beautiful

May angrily turns away from him

Mother: 
Don’t worry about it.  I’ve been trying to convince her for years and I haven’t got anywhere.   

Mother reads through more of the will. 

Mother:
(whistles). Well I see what you mean Clause 29a William must not leave the estate until he clears all of the paperwork or gets married.

She looks up at William


But of course, you can't marry until you can get out and meet people. 

William: And because I don't go out nobody ever comes here, even the paperboy runs away.  
Mother: 
Poor William I wish there was some way we could help you.

William: 
Well, I'm looking for an assistant, trouble is nobody wants to work out here.  Do you understand accounts?  

Mother
You do May

William
I’m hopeless. I keep getting it all wrong and have to start all over again. (He turns to May) Will you stay and help me? I could pay you well.

May turns towards William and nods

Mother: 
Are you sure you want to do this May, it's so far from home?

May: smiles, nods, and squeezes her Mother’s hand

Mother: If anyone can sort this out its May,

William: May, I don't know how to thank you  Thank-you, Thank-you, Thank-you  Thank you.

He exits

Mother 
Are you sure you are going to be all right?

May nods vigorously and point to  PICTURE OF POUND SIGNS on screen

Mother
We really need the money

She and her mother hug. Then Mother exits DL

Scene 4 Getting Down To 
Work
Anne is usr with some white roses on. May and William enter UR. 

May (points to the roses smiling)

William:(behind her)It's only skin deep

May:
What 

Anne:
They are only beautiful on the outside

William:

We had better go and do some work.

May: 
Come on then

Scene 5  Some Time Later

Curtains open on May and William

William:
That’s enough work, come and play

May:
Play what?

William:
Ribbet

May:
What’s that

William:
I’ll show you

A grid of numbers is lit on the floor from a gobo.  Actors enter some wearing frog masks and some with fish heads that take up positions on the grid.  Two actors are dressed as large flies in different colours.

William holds a microphone in front of his face and mimes to voice-over.

Voice-over:
It’s just like snakes and ladders. The frogs take you nearer to the top and the fish take you down to the depths.  The only difference is that the frogs and fish can move.  If you land on one they will decide how far up to take you and where to put you on the board.  If you land on a square near one of them they can move to your square and move you up or down. Bring on the dice

David      enters with large dice


If you land on a square near both, the quickest to get to your fly will move you.  All you have to do is shake the dice.  We move your flies around the board.


Alright?

May nods


You go first.  Lets play Ribbet

She throws and David rushes over to the dice looks at it then runs UC and shouts the number to the wings.

 Lavinia and Anne enter, they pirouette finally ending up centre stage.  David passes the dice back to May. She throws again. David announces the number to the wings again. Everybody else enters doing the conga then linking arms and swinging.  Emma has a big build up to the next throw but everyone is disappointed with the result. David passes the dice back again and this time the throw is a big success. Everyone rejoices with David David in the middle doing his Michael Jackson routine.  Everyone else claps along. May throws again   

William:  Frogs are wild

Everyone falls about laughing. He tells everyone to shush.  They all do eventually.  

William:  You’ve got one more throw after this one.

May throws the dice and all run off screaming. May laughs

Scene 6   Wheels

Curtains open onto the Great Hall with May sitting working at the large table CS. William rushes onstage in a wheelchair beaming as if he has found the answers to all the worlds problems.

May looks in amazement then turns and exits UR

William:   But I love you….

              I just wanted to see what life was like for you 

              May..May….

He follows her

Scene 7   In the picture Gallery.

The entire cast is in groups of three apart from May, William and David.

When `spooky music starts, cast enter `spookily' and form their framed pictures.

May moves round and looks at each picture in turn.  

As she does so, each picture turns from her and drops to the floor.

intro to  ‘A lovely day’ starts.  The cast move slowly forward returning to the semi-circle each this time becoming a picture in their own right using their hands held straight upwards on either side of their faces as a frame..  When the semi-circle is complete the Volume of the music is lowered as the William comes forward.  .

William: 
Where’s May 

All:  Sh!
 She’s gone to sleep.

William.
We’d better leave her alone then

As the chorus of A lovely day starts the frames start dancing and May again moves round looking at the pictures..  The pictures then move back as before but this time they crowd round William poking him and punching him. 

PICTURES:
She’s not going to marry you  She’s not going to marry you  

All Exit

Scene 8   Gone

Enter William

William:    May, May  where are you, what's this (he sees note) 

 Voice-over "Dear William, I'm sorry I didn't have time to say goodbye, Mother is ill and needs me, I must go to her but I will come back I promise."

William:     But May I need you too. Please hurry back

 Scene 9   Returning Home

Picture of  May’s home is projected. Enter Mother and children. UL  Mother slumps into a chair.  Sons and daughters ignore her. Mother is mopping her brow

Mother:  (weakly) can I have a drink

Sons and daughters continue to ignore her. They carry on miming household chores.    May enters. Mother sits up and they embrace.  All the others follow them and crowd round at the back of the chairs

Mother:
How are you?

May shakes head takes the mothers hand

Mother:
You don’t need to worry about me.  I’m just tired

May looks accusingly at her siblings

David:
We’ve done a lot

Abi:    I’ve got a job at the farm down the road

Sandy:
I do all the washing

Mother:
Yes yes you are all doing a lot. Now go and get on with it all while I talk to May.

May touches her mother’s head, takes cloth and wipes her forehead

Mother: 
Oh I’m just tired.  We’re building a workshop out the back that’s all. But how’s it all going at the castle.? How are you getting on with William?  Has he asked you to marry him yet?

May:
Yes 

Mother:
And you’ve turned him down

May:
Yes

Mother:
You think he only wants to marry you to break the ties of the will.

May thinks about this then nods

Mother:
Are you sure May?

May:
No

Mother:
How do you feel about him?

May:
I don’t know

Mother:
Is he kind to you? 

May:
Yes  

Mother:
Does he make you laugh?

May laughs and nods

Mother:
And do you love him?

May
No

Picture of William comes up on screen, she turns to look at it and then turns back to her mother and nods

Scene 10    Back at the Castle

May enters either through the audience or along the front of them.  Some of the cast forms two tapered lines from the two front corners of the stage towards CS. with the lines not quite meeting UC. Both lines face centre line.  Each actor is a large revolving door. As May approaches the door moves round her to let her through.  May starts at DL and works her way up the left line.  She goes through each door in turn looks round and comes out again. She is muttering to herself all the while

She gets to the last door DR and it doesn’t open..

She at lasts find William slumped with his head in his hands

May goes to him takes his hand and kisses them she places the rose in his hand  He kisses it and lays it on the table 

William and May's dance a duet. Other actors walk on stage slowly and join in.  They end with their heads down.  After a pause Slide come up Disagreements over spending their fortune. Should William support May’s brother and sisters?
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